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enelik, “Conquering Lion,” Merchant Prince

OU tnlk about your merchant
princes  in  this country, your
cvoal barons and your steel kings,
and all the rest of them,” suid

o the man who had just returned

from big-game shooting in Alrica, “but if

You want to find a reul, Renuine merchant

prinie you must go to Abyasinla and in-

troduce yourself to Menclik.”

Menclik 18 the greatest of royal traders
As a wrust magnute he can give American
Industrial  promoters cards and  spades.
Throughout Abyssinia he is a whole trust
In himself. He controls not one Industry

or one line of trade. bul every industry and
every line of trade.

There I8 no autocral on the facs of the
earth more despatie than he. and he fsni't
In the king business for his health 1o
works It for all it I worth He
rung stores nnd factories, buvs the proclucts
OF the nutives at his own price and sells his
European imports to thom for whatever heo
chooses to nsk

There i& no nonsense about Interstuts
commerce or restraint of trade with Mens-
HK. He i8 the one great merchunt for the
Whole country, the buyer of all that gees
out and the seller of all that comen in.

Anybody ean compete with the king. If
he cares to try, Menclik doos not oliject
He might send o file of soldiers and haul
his trade rivals oft to jall, it he chone; but
he prides himself on ledng a civilized mon-
freh, and he has a better scheme than
that,

Ho i= the tariff commission as well as
the lord high everything else In the coun-
try. so he can charge what customs dies
he likes on the goods that his rivals import,
and exempt his own goods from similar
dutiva. If, tired of Importing, they try to
boecome exporiors, he puts them out of bus!-
noss with export dutles, until they nre glad
enough to sell thelr stuf to him for whit-
ever he cares Lo pay

No other merchant on earth has such n
mire profit as this dusky potentate, s
raturally he Is a millonalre mony times
over, The dollars come rolling In to bilm all
the time, but he is very Hiberal in spending
them for the good of his peaple

Menelik 8 probably the only monarch in
existence who Is nlso a great merchant
with 4 personal monopoly of the commerce
of his couniry, Most kings think traude
derogatory, but Menellk holds  differont
views, though he lus a pedigree as long
and n title as proud as any of them. 1=
clalme Hneal descent from King Sclomon
and the Quoen of Bhebo, and his royal title
fs "Conguering Lion of the Tribe of Judnh,
Menclik, Appointed of God, Negus of Shon
and Negus Nogastl (King of Kingsi of
Elhiopin." Imagine thal title on the front
Of u =2ture!

But though Menelik has such o pginnt's
power In multers of commaerse, us ln ever)
thing eolse In hig country, he does not use |t
os a glwnt When he buys goods from his
poople, or sells to e
reasonable prices. He hus sense snough
not to kil the goose thut lays the galdon
CRKY e knows that [f he pald uneeoascep-
ably low prices the people would produce
lttle ar vothing for export, and that i he
ohnrged nbseurdly high prices the consum-
Ing powers of the population would aps
proach the vanlshing point in regoard (o
forelgn imporis

e fixe= falrly

It eeems strsnge that a king who won
his despotic power as an invinedble warrior
should uge It as 0 shrewd merchant—and jt
g the stranger becawse he I8 a4 man who
cares nothing for weulth or luxury. Hn
Hves ag pimply as e dd In the days of his
youth, when he owned nothing save hig
horse and his spear, But Menelik is »n
fur-yocing, many-sided man

After the Mallan invaslon of Ethlopla
you must never eall it Abyssinin in the
ecountry, for the Abysainfuns  lodathe L
mme—most of the natvies succumbed 1o 0
sirvere attack of “swelled hopd. Thew
hodd cvtushiedl the ltallans and ey thaeaght
they oonld easily do the same Lo any othog
Invaders, white, black or brown, atl ans
time

it Menelik dld not eateh the provalling
enidemic. e knew somoething of the power

of the whilte yntlons, and alzo their land
Bnge He maw 1he glow, realstde nd
vanee of the Knghlsh through the Boudogy
gnd the partition of many Afriean kingdoms
pmaong the Karapean power

At nny momnenl e Peasanoedd o Wi
Eolf I muy hoave Lo face o Tar ma
Beriva pltack I st Bave money 1
my IroGaps 8 Lhe Wwille meln sy el
1 roust by cannnons il bhunsleeds
sonids of rifles  There 18 anly one wa Lis

Eel thier money 1 nied 1 must tuke 4l

trade and cammeoeree of my country inta
my  own ol mtd ( Il e
there s to be ple It will not be
muclht for my neoda, and It will be bettor
forr my couniry than letiing whlie men

mule it and fake It away o Europe with
them

This wns. confessad]s his  far-sighted
sohemie Bome people may think It wae
economically unsound; but §t secins to h

answersd ta perfoction His people stand
roeady today to moet an Invaslan ten thmes
more formiduble than that of the Tlallnns
and gilve the Invaders a  very woarm
rodepllon

Kurope knows all this, and ns o resglt
Meonellk, King of Kings af FEthlopia, s

the only African mooarch for whose alll-
anve European powers cagorly compete,
and who treats wilh them on a footing
of fearlesas equality, Bo proud s he that
he will not permit the Russlin, French and
Itallan representatives at hia capital to Ay
thelr national Nage over thelr residences,
The only foreign Nag that floats at Addis
Adeba Is the British, The British represent-
ative bolsted it, as 0 matter of course, and
bluntly refused to haul It down when the
Abyssinlans romonstrated Mencllk  rece
ogniged in him a kindred spivit, and told
his officiula to let the Mag smay. The other
foreign envoyse aaked permission, and wers
sternly refised

Bome forvign envoys2 have lieen very
unfortunate In thefr dealings with Menelik
They made the mistake of regarding him
a#® nothing more than an ignorant savage,
who could be bambooxiad and Nattered Into
anything

It is the custom In Abyscinia for all for-
elgn missious 16 bring presenta (o the
Negus. The French brought o ot of
Parlsian mechanical toyve—sheen that
squenked, pige (hat ran about on thelr
hind loge, and dolls that talked Thoy
thought =uch things would be (ertain o
tekle the fancy of & dusky king

Menolik looked nt them for o moment
with disgust and rage, then he thrast them
fr e,

Do you think,” he asked, "that 1 am o
ohlld or & suvage, that 1 should delight In
toys?*

The Russian and English  omlsgarcies
ghowel a truer Inslght into his charneter,
They brought him Mauser plstols, revolvers
und the latest and best rifles they could
bBuy. He was dellpglited,

"These are gifts worthy to be received
by a warrior and o king," he declared

The inMuetice of the Russlans wnd Knglish
over Menclik dutes from that lucky (nol-
dint,. but the French have alwa hoen
badly  reprosentol st his coure Aftey
Kitchener's sietory ot Omdurman, the
Fremeh wt Addls Adobu assured  Menelik
that the English had been beaten, with the
losss of MO men., When he heard the
truth later, that Kitchener had orushed
the Irwrviehes with the loss of only 125 of
his soldiers, he exclulmed In 3 sgust, “"What
Hars they are! Since then he hus never
bullevod w word the French envoys have
told him, and be always spoaks of them
with contempt,

Menclile 12 a truthful, stralghtforward,
daring monareh, and he ke men of his
own tyvpe, His fine quabities were shown
in the dispute which participated his war
with ltaly and In the war iself,

Count Antenclll, an Italisn envoy, wanted
him o slgn o trewty giving taly o pro-
tectorate over his country. For honrs the
count sat n confoerence with Menellk, pro-
posing clyuge aftar clause of thal treéaty,
only to have sach one rejectod in turn. At
last, In despalr, he =ald, Wil you prou-
pose something then

Queen Taltu, Menellk's consort, who had
gt =llently by hig side during the negotla-
replivd

“Yesu, there s only one treaty which the
emperor of Kithiopla will mole, and It
needs only one vluuse. He will bind himoelf
to the king of laly never to glve one Ineh
of his tervitory o any forvign natlon, and
never 1o grant g prolediorate to ltaly or

Lioy

uny other European nation'

“Thot means war,” sald the Ttallan.

‘I know It roplied Monelik, “but the
nuesn hes spoken my mimnd, Go back (o
your kirg and tell him 1 am ready for the
worst he van do™

The story of the war thut followed s
well known, All the world Is aware that
Menellk proved himpell a cupable general
and a born leader of men, but few people
know of the humanity which he dinplayed
ut the great battle of Adua, in which tha
Hallans were ulterly routed With im
moense labor, he orgunized rough field hos
piials and surgleal help for the wounded of
Lith sides, He went personally into the
thick of the baltie amd brought In many
wourdied men under fire. “The lalian pris-

nerd, of whoint he took great nombers,
hud no enuse 1o complain of thelr treat-

nent He even gave them pockel money
to gpend while they were on patole In his
vrefial

Thiat war established Meoellk's right to
lig regarded pos o civilized monarch, at all
vents for the purposes of warfare, and In
rreagtiition of his hbumanity Abhyesinia wos
Imilledd o o party to the (deneva cone

ntlon, with the cordla]l congent of Italy.
Since then, Abvssinlan troops hase fought

ide by side with Britieh soldiers amainst
o eommon the Mad Mullah -and the
rlti<h  officers hoave had nothing  exeopt
pralse for thelr conrage and disciplin
Menclik's eharacioer ommunds admirn-
lon, and nesarly nll (e Buropeans who
have vislted him Rpaa it il him with
onthuslasile proise Even the |

merchants, whoe have gone 1o his country (o

invest thelr monegy and heve boen put oult
of business by hin practienl monopoly are

metradned o admit that peteonally he s

v exiremely decent follow Among his
own people he la as papulne E any king
could be. Mo rules them an a despot, but
e bs the most benevolent of Jdespols

Years ugo there was a long and terrible
famh In Abysalula A vt killed off
the cattle, on which the ALyasininns mulnly
depend for food, s they are the greatest

meat euters on furth, ot three years
while the famine lasiod, Menollk would
fal no meat.

“Why should 1 enjoy plenty,” he sald,
“while my people are starving?"

He formed lurge camps of his soldlors
In the districts worst afMicted by e
famine, and made the soldiera (1 the soll
to provide food for the starving people, At
firat the soldiers scorned the work, but
the emperor woni around to the campm
and sowed and plowed with  his own
bands, until he taught them the nobidllty
of the tank,

In the days of hia youth Menellk wis o
grent tghter. e won his kKingdom Ly the
sword, and his title of “"‘Conguering Lion
Is no e bowst Hince be became Nogus
Nagnstl he has put down mauy formidabl
rigings on the gart of the rnses. or f il
chiefs, and han defeated, besides the lia
lane, the Egyvptiang, the Guallux, th Ml
distn, the Mad Mullah, and many otlu
formidable foes

As the result of & stormy career, e Lhins

welded n 2ot of quarrclsome treibes fnto u
Strong, uniys d nation Now, he winhes
nothing bhetter than ta rale in peace and
gel his prople’s feet In the path of pri goess

Menelik 18 01 wonderfully notive mian, No

detnll of ndministrution s too xmall Tor his
attention If he thinks It will tend 1o 1ha
beneit of his people

He rises at 3 every morning and goen ot
onee to geeviees In his chapel, for he In o
devout Christinn, He belongs to the Al
ginian branch of the Coptle churceh, and s
well Informed on  thoologleal  sulsjer ts
Neverthelesg, he will not sulinit to pricstly
domination, and he has mnterlally corl ed
the power of the priests, to the grest ad
vantage of his country. If n gerimon s too
Iongg for his fadey he tells the predscher to
stup, Hke Prinee Pordinand of Holgaria

AL 6o e he veceiver Rls gecroturies and
staris worl, After Lo lus transacted gov-

Brumonit Gusi i he beeomoes o Judge and

hears any plalnis which mny b brought
bafore hilm e In decessible ol all times (o
his pieople. to listen o thelr griovances and
rodress thelr wrongs, [His Judgmenis aro
full of keen lnsight Tle s an good o
judge us hig ancestor, King Solomon'” an
Englishman onea declared enthusiaationlly,

Menellk I8 fond of golng swbout smone his
people In diegulse, ws the Crliph Haroun-
nl-Raschid dbd, to find out their rewd con-
his people to listen to thelr griovapess and
to see whether his officinls are dolng their
duty. Many stories are told of his  ad-
ventures In this character, nod of the swife,
pleturesaue Justice thot he has dealt cout
to the oppressed and the oppressor,

Onee e found o high officlal mercilessly
bealting o slave, e suatehell awny the
whip nnd logged the master antil the lat-
ter fuinted with pain. Next day he des
crecd that for o year the offoial should bhe
the alave of Lils slave. The senlence wils
duly carried out At the end of the year
Menclik made Inmnivies and found that the
glave hod tol abused his power over his
former tvranf. Thereupon, he set the sluve
h position In Lthe

froe atid gave him a hig

government serviee

Kuropenns who vislt Menellk are niir-
prized to Ond that he knows all about them
and thelr aMaire and motives before they
tall Wim anything, That is due to the elub-
(et vetem of ospionagoe which he main
tulns throughout Kig country and at the
adjacent gvaports through which travelers
have t puss,

An Englistiman came to him once Lo seslk
for concessdons, Menellk  knew  what he
wanted, bul nsked courteously .

“What ls the motlve of your visit? Why
have you come so many thousands of miles
fram your country?

Thinking he would be diplomatic, the
Englishiman  replied that he wanted to
meet a great monarch of whom he had
Lirird much.

Menelik turned from him coldly.

“There nre already too many lare in
my couniry,” hoe sald, “You must leave
Adidln Abeda in un bour, and never re-
turn””

Tut straight forward ISuropeans nro
warmly welcaomed by the Negus Nagastl
aod treated with eourtesy and kindness,
He surptiges them by his knowledge of
wentlern nfMairs, not only of politles, which
he m'ghit be expected to study, but also of

prlence and genotn] matters,

When Iteninell Rodd visited him to con-
clude i leesty on bohulf of Quoen Victoria
Menellk diain I the art of medicine wnd

surgiery as IF h were n doctor amd ex

presued regrel that among  his numerous
proseng M Wit had not Lrought an
X-Tiy s rod s Menelik entertidned the
anviv il Wi ¢ompanbons wt Junch, giving
them a vl Buropean meal served on s
chitn = correctly as al i London olub

But the king fed nlbwitemiously on raw
e und etale bread, which are ull he
cver oals

Monellk stands about five foet ten inches
high anil leaks ghoerter becauses of his great
Lreadth of shoulders e s dark in facs
pmnd his fenturs are negzroid and decldedly
ugly He ha however, & frank, opon,
tintelligent coualenance, a plmsant smilo
and a courteous, winning manner., He s
only 3 and probably hoas many more years
of kingship before him, He has no heir,
anid whon he Mdea Abyasinia, In the oplnloun
of Buropean travelers will almoat esrtainty
full back into chaos, Le s aboul Lhe only

man in the vountry who roally doodires elwve
Hizntion and progress

Menehk husell ascribes much of the suao-
cors of Lild government te the wire ¢ounvel
of hin eonsort, Queen Taltu Her wturdy

Etond agaiust lialdy s only one of many
brave, patriotic Jecds, Meneclik I8 hor Nl
Busband, but they ara & very dovoted

couple, although she s pow over W and
welghs pearly 3 pounds

A Blazed Tree Witness

A boundnry tree, Blaged when the govern-
ment war making the frsl survey of Mari-
posaR county, Cal, twenly-seven yoars ago,

wod whose murKings hnve long beon pra

tlea iy obiditernted, wus discovored recently
mlter several month cateh and the elalma

o valuable mining propgerty near It getin-

itely led, Althovigh the badk had grown
ontively over the mearkines, the Jotiera
ind lgurers made by the guvernnionl sur
vievors were euslly read on the inner suar-
faco of the bark when it was removed and
o1 the woked of the Lres

When the first governmont map of Marl-
s Wi I prpar aiy Lhey Burvovora, oo
ording to the usnnl ctesttom, marked the
posktions of Intorsecting Nnes bounding see
Lot vl townshidps on Diaoeed parle on
L A Wane s omady by chopping Into
the =ide of a res, emoving the bark and
making the expased surfaoe smosth. On
Che talidat thas sinde the pumbers of soc-

Ploy, townshlpe and reigge are cirved with
nn awl and the troe thus serves for years
oo pubile pect ol whoe ure able to
read e cnbili=nie signs

The partloular boundary tree referred to

wie Lilngasd IR BT, BR R 180
This mennt “Poundary  tree, seotion 14,
townahip 88, Cunge 15 enel,” and established

the oxhitences of o lne whilch went down
on the government mnps

Yours passed ond a prospector eume that
way, located o cldm, dd o Wle develop-
ment work and went away., A4 the sepsons
went on the bark grow over the blage on
the tree and nter Hber olso grew out over
the brudsed plaee pand healed  the wound,
Peving ot Tength nothing buat o seum on
the burle of the onk to mark the place
whete the Bage bad been made,

Naol muny yonrs ago the man who hoad
loentod the claim near the blaged onk’ ro-
turneml 1o his hole, pleked up o few vich
spocimens, put hils elaim on the market
and, shortly afterwards, sald

A company took hold and developed &
pplendid mine within 8 few yards of the
Hne dividing the elabm from a nelghboring
property, They pushed developments and
uncovered o goon ledge, when the partles
ownlng the lund Immediniely adjoining
them hrough sult for posseasion. They pre-
gentod the elnim that the mine was on thelr
elde of the dividing Yine, cladming that
mistake hnd been made ns Lo he position
of thut line and that ithe prospecior had
s0ld praperty thut was net hig In addition
o his own

Mpps, figures, evtimatles nmd surveyors
were hrought In pd ovidence. The court re-
malied o doubt, The tree marking the dl-
viding line In thut old survey must be
found,

Doth contestants sot out on the search,
Months passed., and at length a scar woas
discovered on the slde of o lurge aak bt
slx (oot from  the ground, Above and
below this wear i deop cul wan made with
an nx and the slab wiha pried off. The birk
hadd grown Into the moarkings, and when
the sinh was spiit off these Inltinls stood
out In rellef perfect 1o the smuallost  de-
tall, The bark woas presonted and  ad-
mitted an evidence, the line was thus lixed
nnd judgr
The deed glven by the prospector woas
clanred and thousands of dollurs n veur ine-
gured to the developers by the mute (estl-
moany of this plece of work actually written
Ly the hund of nature,—8Ban Frunclacos Kx-
uminer,

wnt glven ta the mindng company,

Pointed Paragraphs

If you want to know pnyihing aboul ¢club
life ask a polleeman,

A good many aplvlt manifestation: comae
ulfter o vizit Lo the bar

His satanie majesty tukex off b hat
every thme he moects o hypoorite

Women #are mors forgiving thatu men
because men need more forgiving

Bome men will work harder to got a
divores than they will o gupport 1 wife
Any man s lable o moke mistakes Lut
it 8 the other fellow who blinders
repson why fat men are goodd na-
in bedause good natured mon urea

Husband and wife are seldom one unlens
utiee or the other happens to b the whola
i hing

There is no earthly hope for the man who
i color LBiind If he I8 uneble e el &
Ereecburk when he soes It

The falr sex should remember that foond
and flattery I8 o combination calealited to
open the average masculine henri

A physiclun says that the stomuch has
nothing to Jdo with seasickness. Porhaps
I I right, but seasickpess has o good
dinl to do with ilhe stomach.—Chicago
News.




